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A Referee Center is a Sate-contracted vehicle emissons test facility that provides certain Smog Check
sarvices for motorigs. A Referee Center is authorized to offer specidized inspection services that are beyond
the scope of Californias licensed Smog Check stations. Referee Centers are located primarily at Caifornia
Community Colleges throughout the Sate.

Referee Centers dso provide training and work experience opportunities. The Bureau of Automotive Repair
(BAR) trains referees and provides technica direction and equipment. Referees dso train students for careers
in the automotive indudtry.

Referee Centers:

1. Inspect Vehicleswith Engine Changes, Gray Market Vehicles, and Specially Constructed
Vehicles

Engine Changes.

Vehicleswhose origind engines have been replaced with an engine not originaly
offered for that vehicle' s year, make, or modd.

Gray Market Vehicles.
Vehicles imported into the United States that do not meet U. S. EPA standards.

Specially Constructed Vehicles.

Vehicles, such as dune buggies or kit cars, that are deemed “ specidly
congtructed” by the DMV.

Once these vehicles are ingpected and certified by a Referee Center, aBAR labd will be affixed to the
vehicle. Any licensed Smog Check gtation may perform subsequent inspections aslong as the BAR label
remains in place and the vehicl€ s emissions equipment remains the same.

2. Certify Vehicleswith Limited Parts Exemptions

Motorists whose vehicles fail a Smog Check because of missing or modified emission-reated parts, must
replace those parts. The BAR's Emissions Parts Locator service helps motorists locate difficult to find
emissons parts or if the parts cannot be found, a Limited Parts Exemption isissued. When a Limited
Parts Exemption is issued, the motorist must take his or her vehicle to a Referee Center for ingpection. If
it passes al other aspects of the Smog Check ingpection, the vehicle will be certified. If the parts are
availablein timefor the next required smog inspection, they must be indaled before the vehicle can be
certified. BAR's Emissions Parts L ocator service can be reached at (800) 826-3566.

3. Issue Smog Check Repair Cost Waivers

Repar Cogst Waivers are available to everyone who has a vehicle that fails a biennid ingpection and
who's emission system has not been tampered with. It dlows a vehicle to be registered without passing its
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Smog Check ingpection by providing atemporary (two year) extenson of time to complete al emissons-
related repairs. To qualify, at least $450 in emissons-related repairs must be made to the vehicle a a
licensed Smog Check gation. The waiver may only be used once by amotorist during their ownership of the
vehicle

Note: Prior to applying for a Repair Cost Waiver, consumers should apply for the Smog Check
Consumer Assistance Program. Click here to learn more about CAP, which provides up to $500 in Smog
Check repair assstance to eligible motorists.

To Make a Referee Appointment

Cdl (800) 622-7733 to schedule an gppointment with a Referee Center. The Referee will charge afeefor the
Smog Check ingpections and services performed.

Referee Centers also offer:

1. Training and Work Experience Opportunities

Referees aso provide training opportunities. Training includes career path information in the automotive
industry with emphasis on obtaining a smog technician license.

2. Student Lane Technician Program

Referee Centers offer paid, on-the-job, smog technician training to qualified students. For more information
on this program, cal the Foundation for Cdifornia Community College Foundation Operations Manager at
(916) 491-4464.
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